Foxton Beach
School Tsunami
Evacuation Plan
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Purpose

The purpose of this plan is to inform staff of what
actions are required in the event of a tsunami
warning being issued that may impact the Foxton
Beach Community, to ensure the safety of students
and staff of the Foxton Beach School.

This plan is also to be used to assure parents of
students that staff will undertake actions to keep
their children safe and not to come to the school to
evacuate their child.

Background

Whilst the West Coast of the North Island is at

less risk of a tsunami than other locations, current
scientific research shows that it can still be impacted
by a tsunami generated in the surrounding region or
from an undersea earthquake to the
immediate east of New Zealand.

A majority of earthquakes that may
generate a tsunami are located over
an hours travel time from coastal
regions, giving the potentially
affected communities time to reach
safety.

Always remember
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Earthquakes in the Pacific Islands
may generate a tsunami that
could reach the west coast of New
Zealand within 3 to 4 hours.

A local source tsunami, one where the travel time to
the coast is an hour or less, is the greatest risk due
to limited warning times.

If you are near any coast and you
experience an earthquake that makes it
hard to stand, or lasts longer than one
minute, do not wait for any warnings,
move immediately inland to higher
ground, and await further instructions
from authorities.
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